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footMHs. The land is consequently of poor fertility, and was
formerly occupied by numerous lakes, many of which have either
silted up or been drained. Beyond the belt of morainal country
there are great deposits of glacial gravels. West of the Lech these
gravels extend to the Danube, but farther east their northern limit
is, broadly speaking, the latitude of Munich. In the south of this
latter region they are of considerable depth, and absorb water easily,
so that the surface is left dry; but in the north, where they thin
out, the water collects upon the underlying impermeable stratum,
and the land becomes marshy, as in the neighbourhood of Munich.
In the north and east of the Foreland the most fertile areas lie in
the alluvial valleys and on the loess-covered terraces of the Danube,
the Isar, and the Inn.
Climatic conditions are also unfavourable to agriculture over
the greater part of the Foreland. Increase of altitude counteracts
the advantages of decrease of latitude, and the summer tempera-
tures are lower than farther north. The rainfall is heavy, the
mean annual precipitation varying from over 60 inches in the south
to less than 30 in the north. The mountains are forested to a height
of about 5,000 feet, and elsewhere much of the original forest still
stands. The grassland districts above the limit of tree growth, and
the morainal districts of the Foreland, are largely devoted to cattle-
raising and dairy-farming. Over the whole region nearly one-third
of the land is pastoral, and in the southern districts, where rye and
oats are the chief crops, more than one-half is under grass. On the
other hand, on the alluvial soils of the Danube, especially between
Regensburg and the Isar where wheat is extensively grown, only a
small part of the surface is reserved for live stock. Hops, which
form the basis of the great brewing industry of Munich, are an
important crop in many places, particularly in the Danubian valley,
and in the country between the Danube and Lake Constance.
Round the lake, also, the climate is more genial, and there are many
orchards and vineyards.
The Alpine Foreland is comparatively poor in other sources of
economic wealth. Coal is not found, though some lignite is obtained,
But much of the potential water-power has been developed, and
plants established on the Isar (between the Walchensee and the
Kochelsee}, the Inn (at Miihldorf), and other rivers, provide elec-
trical energy for the use of railways and for the manufacture of